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Agenda February 25th, 2025 

AdCom Members         

 Lisa Burke* Ben Gutierrez Benjamin Bartlett* 
Jill Bushakra/April 
Nyberg 

Jenny Smith* 

Nick 
Stigura/Tiffany 
Fields 

Lisa 
Taylor/Melissa 
Scholten Gayle Volk* Melanie Schori* 

Trevis Huggins Zach Stansell 
Stacey Estrada – 
Super coop rep.  

Todd Rounsaville 

 Vivian Bernau 
GG Development Team         
Pete Cyr Kurt Endress Brett Hunter Laura Gu Gary Kinard 
Kay Kittell Mark Millard Marty Reisinger  Benjamin Haag Cullen McGovern 
Adam Mahan     

*Change control board 

Visitors:  

Approve meeting minutes – Yes, Melanie approved, Lisa Taylor 2nd 

Roll Call see table at end of minutes. 26 participants. 

Next meeting: March 11, 2025 

 

Agenda: 

• Briefly discuss achievable changes to GrinGlobal considering the reduced number of 
developers available to do the work: 

o Enhancement will be limited to what developers can handle 
o Public website enhancements will be very limited 
o Code updates and additions are possible (for example, adding a new Inventory 

Quality code) – We will follow the SOP that we have in place.  
• DBMU update (Gary) 

o Losing staff including Laura, Kay and Brett. – THANK YOU for your contributions!!! 
o Marty (Apr 10) and Kurt contracts scheduled to end later this spring. Pending 

approval to renew. 
 In the past, has been impacted by shutdowns 

o Ex: Fungus germplasm website was down for 8 months after changes outside of 
their control. Let’s avoid a complete GRIN website blackout if possible 

o Q: will Brett be considered essential? (No additional information at this time. 
Decision is above the agency level) 

o Nightly data backups managed by the Azure network IT team.  

https://www.grin-global.org/NPGS_news.htm


• Pete’s priorities: intend to continue established priorities unless instructed otherwise 
• Can AdCom meet once a month until DBMU is not limited? 

o Keep on the books as-is. Cancel unneeded meetings. 
o Maybe once a month have a special topic about different aspects of PGR technical 

management. (Greenhouses, distributions, reports, field management, efficient 
storage, etc.) as an open forum discussion for the GRIN-ALL mailing list. 

o Continue Marty’s Q&As with presentations. 
o PSA: New installations of GRIN-Global CT – Ask IT to read and follow the available 

documentation on the GRIN-Global project page (https://www.grin-global.org/) to 
avoid 99.9% of common challenges 

• Gayle: Post how to cite the NPGS document to the NPGS’ website. 
o Maintain Citation FAQ in “Help pages” and add link and short blurb to different 

pages (Taxonomy, Descriptors, etc.) and ARS NPGS page, similar to how the Plan is 
mentioned. 

 

  

https://www.grin-global.org/


Roll call: 

Here? Name Site 
affiliation 

Represents Note Super 
Coop 
Rights? 

Yes April Nyberg COR AdCom Distribution manager Yes  
Ben Gutierrez GEN AdCom 

 
Yes 

Yes Benjamin 
Bartlett* 

SOY AdCom* *Change Control Board 
 

Yes Gayle Volk* NLGRP AdCom* *Change Control Board. Clonal / NPL 
support 

 

Yes Jenny Smith* DAV AdCom* *Change Control Board. Clonal Yes 
Yes Jill Bushakra COR AdCom 

 
Yes 

Yes Lisa Burke* NC7 AdCom* Chair *Change Control Board. Seed Storage 
 

Yes Lisa Taylor W6 AdCom Seed storage Yes 
Yes Melanie Schori* DBMU AdCom* *Change Control Board. Taxonomist 

 
 

Melissa Scholten W6 AdCom 
 

Yes 
Yes Nick Stigura S9 AdCom 

 
Yes 

Yes Stacey Estrada NC7 AdCom Secretary Super Coop rep/ Orders/ Data mgmt Yes 
Yes Tiffany Fields S9 AdCom 

 
Yes  

Todd Rounsaville NA AdCom 
 

Yes 
Yes Trevis Huggins GSOR AdCom Curator, Rice genetic stocks Yes 
Yes Vivian Bernau NC7 AdCom Co-curator, Maize 

 
 

Zach Stansell NE9 AdCom Curator, Hemp 
 

            
Yes Adam Mahan NC7 DEV Research Leader (NC7) 

 

Yes Alison LaTona NLGRP DEV (temp) In Lieu of Cullen, NLGRP backups/ PVP 
 

Yes Benjamin Haag DBMU DEV Server / Dataviews Yes  
Brett Hunter DBMU DEV 

  
 

Cullen McGovern NLGRP DEV  
(OUT until Mar) 

IT lead (NLGRP) Yes 

Yes Gary Kinard DBMU DEV Chair Research Leader (DBMU) 
 

Yes Kay Kittell DBMU DEV Public Website 
 

Yes Kurt Endress DBMU DEV Contractor (Institutional knowledge) 
 

Yes Laura Gu DBMU DEV Public Website 
 

Yes Mark Millard NC7 DEV Co-curator, Maize (Institutional 
knowledge) 

 

Yes Marty Reisinger DBMU DEV Training / Documentation Yes 
Yes Pete Cyr NC7 DEV Curator Tool / Wizards 

 

Yes Quincy Robinson NLGRP DEV (temp) In Lieu of Cullen, IT support 
 

            
Yes Cassa Monroe S9 Visitor 

  

Yes Madison Hatley 
 

Visitor 
  

      



 


