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This document explains how GRIN-Global handles a genebank’s accessions covered by an
Standard Material Transfer Agreement (SMTA).

Comments/Suggestions

Please contact Marty Reisinger at either marty.reisinger@usda.gov or mar@rrginc.com with any
suggestions or questions related to this document.
Complete documentation on many aspects of GRIN-Global is available online at the GRIN-Global
website’s documentation page: https://www.grin-global.org/userdocs.htm. Recommended:
bookmark this page, and avoid printing, as the GG documents are under an ongoing revision
process.
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Background on Standard Material Transfer Agreement (SMTA)

The Standard Material Transfer Agreement (SMTA) is a mandatory model for parties wishing to
provide and receive material under the Multilateral System. The International Treaty on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture was adopted by the Thirty-first session of the FAO
Conference on November 3, 2001. The Treaty facilitates access to the genetic materials of the
64 crops in the Multilateral System for research, breeding and training for food and agriculture.
Those who access the materials must be from the Treaty’s ratifying nations and they must agree
to use the materials totally for research, breeding, and training for food and agriculture.
See http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/areas-of-work/the-multilateral-system/the-smta/en/ for a
complete explanation of the Multilateral System and the SMTA. The complete text (in English)
of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement (SMTA) is online at http://www.fao.org/3/abc083e.pdf

GRIN-Global and Standard Material Transfer Agreement

The GRIN-Global (GG) software used by genebanks for managing their accession inventory has
features to accommodate the SMTA documentation. For example, in GG, germplasm requestors
must click an Accept SMTA checkbox when the accessions being ordered are covered by the
SMTA; if the user does not accept, those items are removed from the germplasm request list.
Also available for GG, is an SMTA wizard, which can be optionally installed and then runs with
the Curator Tool. (See the SMTA Wizard section for further elaboration.)

USDA Notes: National Plant Germplasm System (NPGS)

The United States announced on November 2, 2017 that they would be adding 500,000 samples
of 15,000 varieties of plant genetic material for food and agriculture (PGRFA) into the
Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing (MLS) of the International Treaty on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.
1. Curators in the NPGS are authorized to accept material covered by the SMTA provided it
is a crop they curate and they enter the documentation into GRIN-Global.
2. Accessions that are covered by the SMTA must have an associated Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) record. (See Recording the Accession’s SMTA Status)
3. When a curator accepts material accompanied by an SMTA into the NPGS, the SMTA is
accepted on behalf of the NPGS and ARS. Furthermore, the SMTA and the conditions in
the SMTA will accompany this material, or anything derived from it, into perpetuity.
4. It is a curator’s responsibility to ensure that an SMTA being accepted is the official SMTA
or footnoted SMTA (*SMTA). The SMTA can be found at http://www.planttreaty.org.
The footnoted SMTA is attached as Appendix 1. Questions regarding the authenticity of
an SMTA should be addressed to June Blalock at June.Blalock@ars.usda.gov [tbd]
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5. It is up to the donor to indicate that the material is covered by the SMTA. If an SMTA
does not accompany material and there is no mention of an SMTA, the NPGS assumes
the material is not covered by the SMTA.
6. The NPGS will accept the SMTA or the footnoted SMTA from any entity and for any crop.
If the material is accompanied by an SMTA, we accept it. Note that the footnoted SMTA
covers all crops for food and agriculture.
7. Distribution by the NPGS of material accompanied by the SMTA will always require prior
acceptance of the SMTA by the recipient. This includes distribution to all non-NPGS
requestors.
To be determined:
8. Notification by the NPGS to a requestor, as well as electronic acceptance of the SMTA,
will be done automatically online when the order is placed using the “Shopping Cart”
and via email or post when the order is not placed using the “Shopping Cart” or not
placed on line.
9. These guidelines and the authorization to accept the SMTA do not cover material used
for research or material which is not immediately upon receipt documented in GRIN as
part of the NPGS.
10. Acceptance of the SMTA is based on it being non-negotiable and part of a multilateral
treaty.
11. Other MTAs received by the NPGS must be reviewed by the Office of Technology
Transfer. Technology Transfer Coordinators will assist NPGS curators with reviewing the
terms of such MTAs for acceptability.
NPGS: Most GG orders come in through the public web site; these are automatically handled by
the software, that is, the recipient must accept or cancel the SMTA items.
To be determined:
Is the SMTA applicable only to propagating materials (seeds, pollen, cuttings, tissue culture) and
not to isolated DNA? Also, not applicable to vegetative tissues which cannot be used for
propagation.
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Ordering Accessions Covered by the SMTA
SMTA Status is Displayed on the Accession’s Detail Page

An accession’s SMTA status is not immediately obvious on the search results page, but when the
user reviews the accession’s details page, the SMTA status is displayed under the Intellectual
Property Rights section:

Shopping Cart SMTA Indicator

During the ordering process, when the user reviews his shopping cart, SMTA accessions are
highlighted:

The requestor can remove the individual items from the cart if she did not want to order
something with the SMTA restriction.
To proceed in submitting the order, the user must select one of the Yes/No alternatives further
on in the same shopping cart page. The requestor selects the Yes checkbox to accept the SMTA
and continue with ordering the accessions when they SMTA accessions. If the user clicks no, the
SMTA accessions are removed from the order:

When the user selects No, the items are automatically removed from the shopping cart.
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Confirmation to the User

The order confirmation email received by the user indicates the items(s) which are covered by
an SMTA, as does the user’s order history page:

Processing Orders with SMTA Items

SMTA accessions are obvious in the Order Wizard grid:
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When the order is processed, an Order Request Action record is automatically generated,
indicating the SMTA acceptance:

The number in the Action Information field is the Web Order Request Item record ID – in this
example 1020195.

Recording the Accession’s SMTA Status in the Curator Tool

In GG, the Accession_IPR dataview is used to indicate that an accession is covered under the
SMTA.

The two required fields are the Accession identifier and the IPR Type:
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Alternatively, the Accession Wizard may also be used.
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Frequently Asked Questions
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SMTA Wizard

NPGS is not using the SMTA Wizard at this time.

The complete documentation for the Easy SMTA Wizard is online at
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